Symmetry

Language level :Upper-intermediate(B2)+
Learner type : Mature teens; Adults
Time : 60 minutes

Activity  : Vocabulary activities,

predicting and storytelling
Topic : Symmetry; parallels and contrasts

Language : Vocabulary (opposites and
synonyms)

Materials : 2 short films; vocabulary
worksheet
Link to lesson:




- FILMENGUSH

Overview

This lesson is based on 2 short films which both

reflect the concept of symmetry. The first

film  Symmetry by Everynone, is a fascinating
split-screen short film which explores the poetic
parallels and contrasts of our world — birth and

death, heart and brain, darkness and light,

masculinity and femininity. The second film Split
Screen: A Love Story by James W. Griffiths which
was shot with a Nokia mobile phone has a simple
premise: two lovers wake up in different cities

(New York and Paris) and set off on parallel

journeys to meet each other. The lesson practises
speaking, writing and vocabulary.

Step 1

Write word dark on the board and ask your
students what words they think complement it or
oppose it.

Write the following words on the board:

ketchup fire laugh die coins
analogical oldman heart zero
salt bride woman big end paint
key Pepsi cookies popcorn rain
cop cat hightide short puddle

You can also show the 25 words using the
vocabulary worksheet.

Put your students into pairs and ask them to come
up with words which complement or oppose them. Get

feedback from your students and discuss these
opposing or complementary words.

Step 2
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- FILMENGUSH

Tell students they are going to watch a short film

in which the 25 words they have worked with in
step 2 are visualised together with an opposing or
complementary image. They should watch the film
and identify images which reflect the words and
their opposing or complementary form.

Show your students the trailer of the film as an
example. Ask them to identify which word is
represented and which opposing or complementary
form. Students should be able to identify the
opposing concepts of light and dark.

Link:

Step 3

Show the whole film and ask them to identify which
words are represented and which opposing or
complementary forms.

Link:

Step 4

Get feedback from your students and then watch
again.

The words and their opposing or complementary form
are:

the start — the end

paint — brush

lock — key

milk — cookies

Coca-cola — Pepsi

popcorn — cinema

French fries — ketchup

salt — pepper

bride - groom

small (family) — big (family)

man — woman

girl — boy
cop — robber
cat — mouse
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- FILMENGLSH A

short (hair) — long (hair)
cloud — rain / puddle
low tide — high tide
zero — one

analogical — digital

note — coin

baby — old man

heart — brain

fire —ice

laugh — cry

birth — death

These words are also on the second page of the
vocabulary worksheet.

Step 5

Tell your students they are going to watch another
split-screen short film which tells a story. Show
them the split-screen image below from the start
of the film and ask the following questions:

What can you see in the photos?

Where were the photos taken?

What story is the film going to tell?

Get your students to speculate about what story is
going to be told in the film. Put them in small
groups and give them 5 minutes to write a short
narrative based on the film they’re going to

watch. After 5 minutes ask one student from each
group to read out their story.
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Step 6
Show the film and compare the students’ stories
with the narrative of the film.

Link:
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